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NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Health Reports, 
Form 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 
hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. 


Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation 
at the earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of 
the reported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 


Admissions are reported only for cases hospitalized or confined to 
quarters and excused from duty for 24 hours or more, except for certain 
cases carded for record only (chiefly venereal disease cases which are 
treated on a duty status, and deaths which occurred before being "admitted" 
to hospital or quarters). Admissions designated as "injury" comprise all 
traumatisms (i.e., morbid conditions due to external causes, including 
poisons taken internally, results of exposure to heat, cold and light, and 
Teactions to medications). Bearing in mind that under present conditions 
there would not be any direct admissions in the continental United States 
properly classifiable as battle casualties, all other cases are classified 
as "disease." 


are shown for all causes combined, for all diseases 
combined, for injuries and for a few specific diseases. These rates are 
presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding 
rates in annual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indi- 
cate the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would occur 
over a year's time if the current week's experience continued for a year. 


The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communi- 
cable and certain other diseasesof special interest. Appended is a list of 
cases reported for the rarer communicable and certain other diseases. 


The number of patients remaining in hospital at the end of the week 
per thousand strength as given in this report furaishes an approximation 
to the current non-effective rate. The mean number of non-effectives per 
thousand strength is given in the summary table for the total United States 
and for each of the Service Commands. 


MORTALITY DATA 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on Forms 86ab is 
incomplete, especially in the case of deaths from injury. The resulting 
understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much as 25 per- 
cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate.from disease is not 
materially understated. Therefore in computing mortality rates from injury 
and from all causes on the basis of the corresponding numbers of deaths, as 

shown in this report, an appropriate adjustment for the underreporting of 
such deaths must be made. 


DITY RATES 


Included in the report is a table listing the stations (having strength 
of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates from all causes, from all 
diseases combined, from injuries, and from a few specific diseases. Not in- 
frequently, the excessively high rates of admission for all causes and for 
all diseases combined reported from reception centers reflect a large number 
of venereal disease cases among newly inducted men. Therefore, more signi- 
ficant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for disease 
excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are 
also shown in the table. 


DATA 


Current hospitalization conditions are presented in terms of bed capa- 
city (normal and total), total beds occupied and beds "available vacant". 


Unless otherwise specified, normal bed capacity in this report is de- 
fined in Par. 36b (1) and (2) of AR40-1080, 10 December 1943, and Par. 14 WD 
Circular 43, 1 February 1944. This includes the T/O0 capacity of non-fixed 
hospitals but excludes convalescent facilities. Total beds include expansion 
beds in addition to normal beds. Beds in dispensaries, convalescent facil- 
ities, venereal disease facilities, and college or university training units 
are not included in the tabulations for individual stations. 


The number of beds "available vacant" is defined as 80% of the total 
capacity less the corresponding beds occupied. The numberof beds "available 
vacant" for each Service Command is the total beds "available vacant" for only 
those stations inwhich 80% of the total bed capacity exceeds the beds occupied. 


In the case of general hospitals there are shown, in addition, the num- 
ber of Army patients admitted 2nd disposed of during the week (by death, 
return to duty, transfer, or otherwise), the number of such patients remain- 
ing in hospital (including convalescent facilities, if any) at the end of the 
week, and corresponding data for battle casualties. The bed capacity and beds 
occupied in convalescent facilities are also indicated. The patients "other- 
wise" disposed of represent for the most part discharges on account of dis- 
ability. In the case of Army battle casualties, all of which are currently 
admitted to general hospitals in this country as transfers, there is shown 
for each hospital the net number transferred during the week; i.e., admissions 
by transfer less dispositions by transfer. The total for the country as a 
whole represents the number of battle casualties evacuated to the United 
States from overseas theaters. 


ATORY MATTER 


In reading the detail tableg,it should be borne in mind that admission 
rates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the 
symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or 
fewer cases. 


Where the current week's data for a particular station has not been 
received, the latest available figures are substituted therefor and the 
symbol (#) is placed after the name of the station. 


Because troops in transit and certain small detachments are not required 
to submit Reports, as well as for other reasons, the total strength of the re- 
porting units as shown on this report has been consistently about four percent 
under the actual strength of the Army in the Continental United States. 
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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING 12 MAY 1944 
COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 
CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 


All Causes; Disease and Injury: 
As shown in the chart on page 3, the admission rates from all causes and from disease for the week ending 


12 May 1944 continued to decline. Whereas the decrease in the admission rate for each of the previous two weeks | 
had been about 5 percent each week, the current week's decline was only fractional (about 1 percent). Current | 
morbidity from all cauves (reported at 602 per year per thousand strength) and from disease (at 535 per thousand) 
was about 25 percent lower than for the corresponding week of 1943. Morbidity from disease for the current week 
was the lowest experienced since 1941, being 10 percent below the lowest rate reported during 1943 (in November) 
and 5 percent below the lowest rate in 1942 (in August). 
Morbidity from injury during the current week (at a rate of 67 per thousand) was slightly higher than for 
the previous week but still at a relatively low level. 


Respiratory Causes: 
The admission rates from colds, influenza, etc. decreased for the twelfth consecutive week, and for the 


current week was 127 per thousand or 6 percent below the rate for the preceding week and 40 percent under that 
for the corresponding week of 1943. 

The admission rate from all forms of pneumonia was again reported at 11 per thousand or about 40 percent 
under that for the corresponding week of 1943. 


Common Communicable Diseases: 

Morbidity from venereal diseases (excluding cases existing prior to service) increased by about 10 percent 
to a rate of 32 per thousand; this level of morbidity is the same as for the weeks ending 21 and 28 April — the | 
highest reported so far this year. The number of new cases of measles decreased again for the sixth consecutive | 
week and for the current week was only about one-half as large as during the peak week in the early part of the 
year. The number of new cases of mumps decreased for the third consecutive week but was only about 20 percent 
below the peak week. The number of new cases of scarlet fever decreased by about 25 percent and was less than 
one-half of the number reported in the peak week of this year. The number of new cases of meningitis decreased 
by about 25 percent to the lowest level reported so far this year. On the other hand the number of new cases of 
rheumatic fever increased by almost 40 percent from the low number recorded for the previous week to reach a 
level close to the highest ever reported. 


VARIATION IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND 


All Causes: Disease and Injury: 
Sizable decreases in morbidity from all causes and from disease were registered in the First, Second, and 
Fifth Service Commands; the lower morbidity in these Service Commands was in large part due to from decreased 
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admission rates for colds, influenza, etc. On the other hand several Service Commands (notably the Fourth, Sixth, 
Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth) showed slight increases in the admission rates from all causes and from: disease, 

The highest morbidity from all causes (677 per thousand) and from disease (629 per thousand) was again repor- 
ted by the Military District of Washington, although the Sixth and Seventh Service Commands were only slightly 


lower, The First Service Command displaced the Eighth Service Command as the one with the lowest morbidity from 
all causes (524 per thousand) and from disease (463 per thousand). 


Respiratory Causes: 

All Service Commands except the Sixth, Seventh, and Ninth reported lower morbidity from colds, influenza, 
etc., and even in those three Service Commands the admission rate showed only fractional increases. The Seventh 
Service Command continued to report the highest admission rate from these causes (204 per thousand), while the 
lowest rate was again reported by the Fourth Service Command (96 per thousand, which is the first time this year 
that any Service Command has dropped below a rate of 100 per thousand for this cause). 

Morbidity from pneumonia in the Sixth Service Command, which during most of 1944 had been at a level of 30 to 
35 per thousand, declined again from the rate of 19 per thousand for the previous week to 17 per thousand for the 
current week, but remained nonetheless the highest of any Service Command. 


Qommon Communicable Diseases: 

Markedly higher morbidity from venereal diseases (excluding EPTS) was reported by the Sixth Service Command 
and the Military District of Washington. However, because of the relatively small size of these two Commands 
these variations are believed to reflect random fluctuations rather than any significant changes in conditions. 
The Second Service Command continued to show a very high rate from this cause due to a considerable extent to the 
high morbidity among task force troops not under its jurisdiction. 

The sharp decline in the number of new cases of scarlet fever was general, although the greatest decreases 

ere in the Third, Sixth, and Seventh Service Commands. The decline in the number of meningitis cases was en- 
tirely accounted for by decreases in the Third, Eighth, and Ninth Service Commands, Increases in the number of 
new cases of rheumatic fever occurred in practically every Service Command, 


NON~EFFECTIVE RATE: 


During recent weeks the non-effective rate has fluctuated at a level of about 36 per thousand or about 10 
percent lower than that which prevailed during January and February. Nonetheless the current level is about 10 
percent higher than that during the corresponding period of 1943, even though admission rates from all causes is 
25 percent lower. This apparent paradox is explained by the fact that there has been a steadily increasing num- 


ber of non-effectives due to evacuees from overseas theaters, 
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PATIENTS REMAINING UNDER TREATMENT: 
The total number of Army patients remaining in hospital at the end of the week continued at about 35 per 
thousand strencth. Thus far in 1944 the number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining has fluctuated in the range 
from 15,300 to 17,000 and for the week ending 12 May 1944 was reported at 15,362 or slightly above the numbe? 
for the previous week which was the lowest reported since May 1943. The number of malaria cases under treatment 
has increased steadily in recent weeks from a low of 1,748 on 14 April to 1,923 on 12 May 1944; only 28 of these 
cases presumably were acquired in the United States. The number of tuberculosis cases remaining under treatment 
was reported at 1,107 as of 12 May 1944; the increase of 36 over last week was the result of almost 100 cases 
evacuated from overseas to Halloran G, H.. 


CURRENT HOSPITAL CONDITIONS: 
The total bed capacity as of 12 May 1944 was reported at about 368,000 or about 1,000 more than at the end 
of the previous week. The number of beds occupied decreased to ‘143,000 or 1,000 less than at the end of the 
preceding week, while the number of "available vacant" beds increased to 152,000. Total beds occupied repre~ 
sented 39 percent of total bed capacity. There were 7 stations with bed capacity of about 3,700 having no | 
Wavailable vacant" beds; one General Hospital with a bed capacity of about 1,000 was included among them. 


The mumber of normal beds remained about the same as in the previous week at about 280,000 or 76 percent of 
the total bed capacity. Included in the normal bed capacity on 12 May 1944 were 660 T/O hospital beds and ten- 
tage, while the total bed capacity included 740 such beds, of which 155 were occupied. 


The total bed capacity of General Hospitals, which has shown a steady increase in recent months, was repor- 
ted at about 109,000 as of 12 May 1944, the highest figure so far attained. On the same date about 46,000 of 
these beds (or 42 percent) were occupied. The “available vacant" beds at General Hospitals numbered 41,000 as 
of 12 May 1944. Normal beds at General Hospitals have been maintained at a level of about 85,000 since the 


beginning of the year. 


The total bed capacity of Station Hospitals (including the relatively small number of t/O hospital beds and 
tentage mentioned above) continued at the 259,000 beds reported as of 5 May 1944. Normal beds in these hos— 
| pitals remained at about 195,000 as of 12 May 1944. Total beds occupied as of 12 May 1944 numbered 97,000 (or 
37 percent of the corresponding total bed capacity) which is the lowest level reported during 1943 and 1944 to 
date. Station Hospitals had 111,000 “available vacant" beds as of 12 May 1944. 


As of 12 May 1944 the bed capacity of convalescent facilities in General Hospitals numbered 13,939 beds of 
which 4,216 beds (or 30 percent) were occupied. The increase of about 3,000 in bed capacity was entirely the 
result of the setting-up of a 3,000 bed convalescent facilities at Wakeman G. H.. 
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1-Chanute Fld., Ill. 
3-Claiborne, Cp., La. 
1-Gruber, Cp., Okla. 
1-Kelly Fld., Tex. 
MENINGO-ENCEPHALIT?S (Mumps} KERATOCONJUNCTIVITIS (4) ENCEPHALITIS (2) TYPHUS FEVER (1) $-Livingsten, Cp., La. 
l-Wolters, Cp., Tex. 
1-Cooke, Cp., Calif. 
1-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 2-Lee, Cos, Va. 1-Carson, Cp., Colo. 1-Blanding, Cp., Fla. 1-Davis-Monthan Fld., Ariz. 
1-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 2-Haan, Cp., Calif. 
1-Crile G.H., Ohio l-Lewis, Ft., Wash. 
1-Santa Ana, AAB, Calif. 
1-Wendover, AAB, Uteh 


Delayed Reports: 
Week ending 5/5 
1-San Bernardino, AAF, 
Calif. 


COCCIDIOIDOMYCOSIS (4) TETANUS (1) ANKYLOSTOMIASIS (3) UNDULANT FEVER (1) 


1-Gardner Fld., Calif. 1-New Bedford H.D., Mass. l-Foster G.H., Miss. l-Kennedy G.H., Tenn. 
l-Lemoore, AAF, Calif. l-lcCoy, Cp., Wis. 
2-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 1-Brooke G.H., Tex. 


PARATYPHOID FEVER (1) 


1-Chaffee, Cp., Ark. 
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LISTING LIMITED TO 
STATIONS REPORTING 
10 OR MORE CASES 


STREPTOCOCCAL SORE THROAT 


ll-Atterbury, Cp., Ind. 
22-Breckinridge, Cp., Ky. 
10-Chanute Fld., Ill. 
31l-Kearns, AAF, Utah 
25-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
18-Santa Ana, AAB, Calif. 


GERMAN MEASLES 


10-Aberdeen Prov. Grd., 
12-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
18-Carson, Cp., Colo. 
10-Crowder, Cn., Mo. 
13-Amarillo, AAF, Tex. 
1l1-Barkelev, Cp., Tex. 
12-Bliss, Ft., Tex. 
14-Sneppard Fld., Tex. 
19-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 


BACTERIAL FOOD POISONING 


19-Stewart, Cp., Ga. 
32-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
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This Supplementary Health Report presents a 
study of the venereal disease admission rates during 
the five week period ending 31 March 1944 by color. 
This study has been confined to the stations with 
the larger colored strengths, since rates for colored 
males at stations with less than 1000 colored 
strength would be based on relatively few cases 
and thus might have little significance. 


For each station having colored male strength 
of 1000 or over rates have been computed for total 
Army personnel ,for colored males, and for the remain- 
der of the strength of the station. Estimated 
admission rates for the United States as a whole 
have also been derived. 


The colored male strength at the selected 
stations represents about 754 of the total colored 
strength in the United States. On the other hand, 
the strength of "all other" Army personnel included 
at the selected stations accounted for only aLout 40% 
of the total such strength for the entire country. ‘ 


In considering venereal disease morbidity during 
March, reference should be had to the Supplementary 
Health Report contained in Weekly Health Report No. 
16, in which venereal disease admission rates for 
individual stations (total Army personnel)are shown. 

In addition, on page 38 of that report there are set 
forth the number of cases remaining under treatment 
at the end of the month in each Service Command. 
The total venereal cases remaining under treatment 
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entirely the experience among current inductees. As 


RESTRICTED 


represented 2.8% of the total of all cases remaining 
under treatment, and on this basis accounted for a 
noneffective rate of about 1.1 per thousand strength. 


For total Army personnel morbidity from venereal 
disease excluding EPTS cases was at a rate of 28.5 
per thousand in March. The corresponding rate for 
colored males was 137 per thousand, while for "all 
other" Army personnel the rate was 19.1 per thousand. 
Thus, the morbidity from this cause for colored males 
was seven times as high as for the remainder of the 


Army. 


Considering the specific diagnoses of the 
venereal excluding EPTS cases, the syphilis rate for 
colored males was 14 times as high as for the 
remainder of the Army, but for gonorrhea the colored 
male experience was only about 5 times as high. 
Other venereal diseases were practically all found 
among colored males who accounted for almost 90% of 
such cases, although comprising less than 10% of the 
total strength of the Army; the admission rate from 
"other" venereal diseases excluding EPTS cases was 
15.6 per thousand for colored males and only .2 per 
thousand for the remainder of the Army. 


Morbidity represented by venereal EPTS cases 
(predominately syphilis) was reported at 18 per thou- 
sand for the total Army personnel with corresponding 
rates of 162 and 5 per thousand for colored males 
and the remainder of the Army respectively. Variation 
in the admission rate for venereal EFTS cases reflects 
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a result, varistions between Service Commands or indi- ¢olored males were reported for Camp Forrest, Tenn. 
vidual stations have little significance because they (185 per thousand) and Camp Patrick Henry, Va. 


reflect a different geographical distribution of (108 per thousand). The highest rates for colored 
Army personnel as compared with that of new inductees maies from other venereal diseases excluding EPTS 

and varying administrative practices. Quite obvi- cases were at Camp Kilmer, N.J. (89 per thousand) 

ously induction centers have very high rates from and Fort Benning, Ga. (76 per thousand). 


this cause, whereas other stations show no cases at 
all or very low rates. 


Considering the variations by Service Command 
in the morbidity from venereal disease excluding EPTS 
cases, it may be noted that the rate for colored 

males is highest in the Second Service Command, where 
it was reported at almost double the figure for the 
country as a whole. This arises from the high 
morbidity at three camps (Camp Kilmer, New York PoE, 
and Camp Shanks) in which are concentrated large num- 
bers of task force troops not under the jurisdiction 
of this Service Command. The Fourth Service Command 
shows the next highest morbidity for colored troops 
with a rate of 154 per thousand, while the First and . 
Seventh Service Commands had the lowest rates (about 
90 per thousand). 


The three stations in the Second Service Command 
mentioned above each had morbidity from venereal 
disease excluding EPTS cases of about 300 per thousand 
for their colored male strength. In addition Camp 
Forrest, Tenn., Camp Stoneman, Calif., and Daniel 
Field, Ga. all had total venereal excluding EPTS rates 
of 300 or more per thousand. The highest rates of 
admission for syphilis excluding EPTS cases for 
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ANNUAL RATE OF ADMISSION PER 


VENEREAL DISEASE (EXCLUDING EPTS GASES) ADMISSION RATES 


BY SERVICE COMMAND 


FOR SELECTED STATIONS HAVING COLORED MALE STRENGTH OF !000 OR OVER 
FOR THE FIVE WEEK PERIOD ENDING 3! MARCH 1944 
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FOR STATIONS HAVING COLORED MALE STRENGTH OF 


ANNUAL ADMISSION RATES PER 
POR THs RIVE Vo8K PERTOD ENDING 31 MARCH 1944 


EXCLUDING EPTS CASES™*™ 


FOURTH SERVICE COM AND 


SYPHILIS] GONORRHEA} OTHER 


TOTAL SERVICE COMMAND 
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STATION 
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Atterbury, Cp., Ind. 


Jackson, Ft., Ss. Cc. 


Keesler Fld., Miss. 


Meci1l Fld., Fla. 


Breckinridge, Cp., Ky. 


Campbell, Cp., Ky. 
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Knox, Ft..,. Ky. 
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Patterson Fld., Ohio 
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McCain, Cp., Miss. 


McClellan, Ft., Ale. 


Orlendo, AAF, Fla. 


Rucker, Cp., Ala. 
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Shelhy, Cp., Miss. 


Stewart, Co., Ga. 
Sutton, Co., Ne Ce. 
Tuskegee, AAF, Ala. 
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STATION 
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ALL OTHER 
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ALL OTHER 
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COLORED MALE 


TOTAL ARMY 
TOTAL ARMY 
TOTAL ARMY 
ALL OTHER 
TOTAL ARMY 
ALL OTHER 
ALL OTHER 
TOTAL ARMY 
TOTAL ARMY 


SMVENTH SERVICE COMMAND 


Lincoln, AAF, Nebr. 


Riley, Fs, Kare 2 Beale, Co., Calif’. 


Barkeley, Co., Tex. Maneuver Area, Calif. 


farch Fld., Calif. 6? 


Ord, Ft., Calif. 
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Claiborne, Co., La. 
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Gruber, Cp., Ckla. 


an couver RPks., Wash, 


Food, Cpe, Ter. 


Livineston, Cp., La. 
$rd Army 
Maneuver Area, La, 


Maxey, Cp., Tex. 
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New Orleans, Pol, La. 


Sheppard Fid., Tex. 


Sill, Ft.. Okta. 
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Swift, “p., Tex. 5 


Wolters, Cp., Tex. ° 
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